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Sheep (and other livestock) worrying is a serious issue within the rural community 
and impacts upon resident’s livelihood and welfare of the animals being maimed by 
out of control dogs.  
 
Whilst the 5 main proposals within The Dogs (protection of Livestock) (Amendment) 
(Scotland) no doubt increase the severity of the offence, in my mind it in no way 
reduces the likelihood of such attacks occurring. 
 
In my view (and many others within the dog community) the only way to have a 
meaningful impact on the number of such incidences is through the education of dog 
owners and implementing proven training methodologies by experienced trainers. 
Dog owners are not intentionally sending dogs out to attack livestock. Attacks occur 
when an individual has let their dog off leash without sufficient real-world training and 
proofing against strong distraction. A further issue is dogs escaping what owners 
assume is a secure garden/yard and then proceeding to commit the offence 
unsupervised.  
 
In my view the most efficient methodology to implement such training is via the use 
of an electronic training collar, ideally with the direction of a suitably experienced dog 
trainer. 
 
I find the timing of this Bill strange as it coincides with a commitment to review and 
potentially ban such devices in the supposed interest of ‘animal welfare’. 
 
The Scottish Government recently committed to review and potentially amend the 
Animals and Wildlife (Penalties, Protections and Powers) (Scotland) Bill to outlaw the 
use of electronic dog collars. This is incongruous with seeking to reduce the 
incidence of livestock worrying. In fact, Wales has banned the use of such devices 
and saw a spike (almost double) in the incidence of livestock worrying over the 
course of 12 months. 
 
To conclude, I have no issue with increasing the penalties associated the offence of 
livestock worrying. I do however take serious issue with taking away the tools to 
make this reduction possible. 
 
I therefore urge those with the power to do so to keep the use of electronic dog 
collars legal and encourage responsible dog owners within Scotland to train their 
dogs to an acceptable standard whereby these unacceptable attacks are reduced 
and animal welfare is improved. 
 
Increasing penalties will not solve this issue. Education and effective training will.  
 
 


